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a local jeweller, and having given proof of his skill,
was taken on as an assistant, and worked from seven to
eleven every evening mending watches for an extra two
dollars a week.

Henry Ford was clearly not afraid of work provided
it was of the right kind, and the next year he entered
an engine shop, where he spent two years and learned
a good deal about the building of engines. From there
he obtained a job with another manufacturing company,
where he assembled and repaired small steam engines
for use on the land. He was two years with this firm.
Meanwhile, he had gone home to live, and all his spare
time was spent in a little workshop he had set up on the
farm, trying to build a light steam tractor which would
take the place of horses.

Henry was contented but his father was not. He
wanted his son to be a farmer, and was always trying
to persuade him to change his occupation. But Henry
turned a deaf ear to all entreaties until, in 1884, Ford
senior came forward with an offer of forty acres of land
provided Henry would give up his project of becoming
"an engineer, and settle down contentedly to a farmer's
life.

It was an offer young Ford did not like to refuse, so
he accepted it. The land was wooded, and he cut down
the trees, built a sawmill, and sold the timber. With
some of the wood he also built himself a house on his
land, together with a workshop where he could follow
his mechanical bent during his spare time. In 1887 he
married Miss Clara Bryant, and in the same year the
call of the machine became too strong for him, and he